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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 7-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The applicant attempted to amend independent claims 1, 3, 7, 9, 28, 29 to conform to 
claims 30-40. However, claims 1, 3, 7, 9, 28, 29 recite, "without an input by a user", whereas 
claims 39-40 recite, "without first being requested to do so by any other apparatus", thus the two 
groupings have different scopes. Therefore, the examiner uses Iwamura in view of Ito to reject 
claims 1, 3, 7, 9, 28, 29 and Iwamura in view of Ito in further view of Caputo to reject claims 39- 
40. Moreover, claim 3 recites "at least one of, which does not conform to claims 1, 3, 7, 9, 28, 
29, 39-40. 

Applicant's failure to adequately traverse the Examiner's taking of Official Notice in the 
last office action is taken as an admission of the fact(s) noticed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7-10, 28-29, 35-38, 41, 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Iwamura (US Patent # 5,883,621) in view of Ito (US Patent # 6,085,019). 

Regarding claim 1, Iwamura discloses a network 10 (column 3, lines 20-34). 
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Iwamura discloses a network management apparatus 100 for managing said network 
(maintains topology: column 3, lines 20-34) 

Iwamura discloses plural types of video apparatuses connected to said network 10 
(figures 6, 10, 11), each of said video apparatuses being capable of inquiring about state 
information of all others of said video apparatuses (play and record: column 8, lines 1 1-42) by 
sending an inquiry to said network management apparatus 100 (sends info to IRD 100: column 4, 
line 55-column 5, line 33). 

Iwamura discloses wherein each of said plural types of video apparatuses transmits the 
state information relating to functions (DVCR1 tells network that it is a VCR: column 8, lines 
18-33), service-availability (VCR1 tells network it is available to record: column 8, lines 18-33) 
and stored programs thereof to said network (DVD player plays info onto network: column 8, 
lines 18-33). 

Iwamura fails to disclose said network. management apparatus 100 stores the state 
information relating to stored programs of plural types of video apparatuses. . .without an input 
by a user. In analogous art, Ito discloses said network management apparatus 34 stores the state 
information relating to stored programs of video apparatus 26 and wherein said one of said video 
apparatuses 2 makes a sole determination as to the communication partner of said one of said 
video apparatuses based on the state information that said network management apparatus 34 
received from the other video apparatuses and forwarded to said one of said video apparatuses 
without an input by a user (column 7, lines 15-53). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Iwamura to have 
said network management apparatus stores the state information relating to stored programs of 
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video apparatus. . .without an input by a user as taught by Ito for the benefit of notifying the 
network management apparatus of what programs are stored in certain places. 

Regarding claim 2, Iwamura discloses there are provided a plurality of video apparatuses 
of the same type, which are connected to said network (VCRs: figures 6, 7, 10, and 1 1). 

Regarding claims 3-4, the limitations in claims 3-4 have been met in claims 1-2 
rejections. 

Regarding claims 7-8, the limitations in claims 7-8 have been met in claims 1-2 
rejections. 

Regarding claims 9-10, the limitations in claims 9-10 have been met in claims 1-2 
rejections. 

Regarding claims 28-29, the limitations in claims 28-29 have been met in claims 1-2 
rejections. 

Regarding claims 35-36, Ito discloses the communication partner is automatically 
selected by one of the video apparatuses concerning currently available resources and the video 
apparatuses do not include resources that are currently assigned to any video apparatuses 
(column 7, lines 15-31). 

Neither Iwamura nor Ito discloses the network management apparatus does not select the 
communication partner for one of the video apparatuses. The examiner takes Official Notice that 
peer to peer communication is notoriously well known in the art. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Iwamura in view of 
Ito to have one video apparatus select a communication partner of another video apparatus in 
order to lessen the burden of the network management apparatus. 
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Regarding claims 37-38, Ito discloses the communication partner is automatically 
selected by one of the video apparatuses based on information concerning currently available 
resources for each of the other apparatuses that is provided to the one of the video apparatuses 
and the video apparatuses do not include resources that are currently assigned to any video 
apparatuses (column 7, lines 15-31). 

Regarding claim 41, Iwamura in view of Ito discloses the video apparatus as claimed in 
claim 10, wherein the plurality of video apparatuses of the same type correspond to a plurality of 
video storing apparatuses 10 (Ito: column 7, lines 15-53). 

Iwamura in view of Ito discloses wherein another of the plural types of video apparatuses 
corresponds to a video reception apparatus 26 (Ito: column 7, lines 15-53). 

Iwamura in view of Ito discloses the video reception apparatus 26 receives the 
corresponding state information from each of the plurality of video storing apparatuses 10 when 
a video program is received by the video reception apparatus 26, in order to determine an 
optimal one of the plurality of video storing apparatuses to store the video program therein and 
thereby become the communication partner of the video reception apparatus (column 7, lines 15- 
53). 

Regarding claim 42, the limitations in claim 42 have been met in claim 41 rejection. 
Iwamura has met the additional limitation on display apparatus 102 (column 8, lines 1 1-43). 
3. Claims 39-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwamura in 
view of Ito in further view of Caputo (US Patent # 5,675,83 1). 

Regarding claim 39, the limitations in lines 1-18 of claim 39 have been met in claim 1 
rejection. 
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As disclosed, Iwamura in view of Ito discloses video apparatuses exchanging state 
information. However, Iwamura in view of Ito fails to discloses wherein when another apparatus 
is newly connected to said network (bus), said another apparatus outputs on the network, without 
first being requested to do so by any other apparatus, information concerning the state 
information of said another apparatus. In analogous art, Caputo discloses when another 
apparatus is newly connected to said network (bus), said another apparatus outputs on the 
network, without first being requested to do so by any other apparatus, information concerning 
the state information of said another apparatus (non plug and play: column 9, line 56-column 10, 
line 10) for the benefit of having the user specify information for some devices. Accordingly, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Iwamura in view of Ito to have whenever another apparatus is newly connected to said 
network, said another apparatus outputs on the network, without first being requested to do so by 
any other apparatus, information concerning the state information of said another apparatus as 
taught by Caputo in order to give the user more control of device connections. 

Regarding claim 40, the limitations in claim 40 have been met in claim 39 rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason J. Chung whose telephone number is (571) 272-7292. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:30AM-5 :00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's , 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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CHRIS GRANT 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



